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Editors’ Forward
It is a commonplace nowadays that a meeting organizer’s rewards and pleasures do
not end when the last participant mounts the conference steed for the airport. This
volume contains the articles provided by mathematicians who attended the Meeting on
Convergence and Topology, at the Ettore Majorana Centre, Erice, in the exceptionally hot
Sicilian July of 1998. The editors are grateful to these colleagues and also to devoted
referees for the hard work and courtesy that have made our task an easy one.
We have other thanks which are a pleasure for us to record; in particular, to our sponsors:
the Majorana Centre and Professor Antonino Zichichi, its Director, the French Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and the Universities of Burgundy and of Trieste. We are much in
debt to Professor Franco Giannessi, Director of the Centre’s School of Mathematics, who
managed to include our meeting in the very tight schedule of the Majorana Centre and
helped considerably in forming strategic plans.
We were most sad to learn of the sudden death of Dr Alberto Gabriele who made the
wheels of local organization turn so smoothly and so effectively.
A special note of gratitude is also due to Professor Jerry Vaughan whose invaluable
editorial guidance and help have ensured that the present volume comes to readers in its
present form, carrying the prestige of Topology and its Applications.
Peter Collins
Szymon Dolecki
Gino Tironi
Guest Editors
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